SMOKY MOUNTAIN UPDATE

May 2020 (Issue # 38)

Tender Warrior Development
“I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3) “Open your mouth for the
speechless, in the cause of all who are appointed to die. Open your mouth, judge
righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.” Prov. 31:8,9 (Thank You,
Lord, for Your Commands to Us!
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) “No
weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that accuses you
in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their vindication is from Me,” declares the Lord. Isaiah 54:17 (Thank You, Lord, for
Your Promises to Us!)
“Wake up. Step up. Speak up. Grow up. Overcome.”..… “Some men will follow (Jesus).
Some men will opt out. Some men will be taken out. Some men will die.” (Thank
You, Lord, for Your Additional Insights!)

To: Christian Pastors, Spiritual Leaders, Conservatives & Patriots
INTRODUCTION:

“Wake-up, Step-up, Speak-up, Grow-up, Overcome”

The purpose of this newsletter is 4-fold --- TO CAPTURE: (1) God’s Word & views toward the USA and the
American Church, (2) “good news” about what some ministries, advocacy organizations & governmental
officials are doing to resist & “push-back” against all the lies, wickedness, hatred and evil schemes, (3) need-toknow information to help us better understand some of the very-serious problems & issues, and (4) identified
“Step-up & Speak-up” strategies & activities that our Lord expects us to use to help “push back,” with truth &
love, against the Un-Biblical Worldviews and the Anti-Christian, Anti-Jew, Anti-American ideologies & false
teachings (i.e., Satan’s lies and strategies to steal, kill & destroy – John 10:10).

Coronavirus: A God-Sent, Necessary ‘PAUSE’ for People Worldwide
In general, the majority of people on earth do not fear the God of Christians & many do not believe He even
exists. Some even mock God & ridicule, even punish & kill, followers of Jesus. Sounds Biblical, doesn't it? And
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then we have those who profess to be believers but continue to live a life of self-centeredness & sin, and behave
in ways contrary (unChristlike) to the precious Word of God. Some would call these people pretend Christians or
carnal Christians. Only God truly knows their heart. Because God loves people so much He sent His Son to die
on a cross, a horrible death, in order to redeem & eternally save those who believe in, put their trust in, Jesus.
Our God wants everyone to understand the "Good News" of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to accept His free gift of
salvation & repent of sin. He doesn't want anyone to go to hell. He wants everyone to come to repentance.
Everyone! What an incredible God of Love & Marvelous Salvation Plan! What a Wonderful Heavenly Father!
What a Beloved Savior, Redeemer, High Priest & King! Thank you, Jesus, our “First Love!”
The United States & the American Church have moved further & further away from God for over 100 years
now. That truth, although well documented, is not known or understood by many believers. Unfortunately, it
seems few professed Christians have a “burden” for the American Church & our nation and pray regularly for
both. The truckload of sins among believers (the Church) include: idolatry, not being His salt & light, Biblical
illiteracy, prayerlessness, drifting from God, hardness of heart, pride, selfish ambition, false teaching (tickling of
ears, watering down the Gospel, other), and not contending for the faith. Some of the sins of our nation include:
kicking God out of the public sector (e.g., Bible, 10 Commandments, prayer, telling some they can't use the name
of Jesus), murdering 900+ babies a day by abortion, redefining marriage, promoting LGBTQ behaviors, calling
good evil & evil good, selective justice, and being the world's leading exporter of pornography. These sins over
many decades have angered the Father, hurt His Son, Jesus, & grieved the Holy Spirit.
No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no
discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it ..... Because the sentence against an
evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do
evil. (Eccl. 8:8,11) Just as you do not know the path of the wind, and how bones are formed in the womb of the
pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things. (Eccl. 11:5)
So now God has put America (+ other nations) into a very-serious "PAUSE" mode using the Coronavirus
pandemic to get everyone's attention, slow them down & help them "wake-up" spiritually. It’s reported, as of
4/21, the USA has 30% of the world’s cases of COVID-19, and yet we have only 4.2% of the world’s population.
Some say this virus-type of worldwide "PAUSE" hasn’t happened before in modern history. Others say it's the
“beginning of God's time of reckoning” with mankind; a time of accountability & judgment for rejecting God --- a
time of reaping what has been sown - sin, evil, wickedness. Still others see this as a “Holy Pause” and hope it
becomes a “Holy Reset” for people spiritually. Will this viral pandemic be enough to “wake-up” His saints or will
God have to use additional methods like violent storms, flooding, fires, etc.?
So what do we, as followers of Jesus, need to be doing during this timely, God-sent "PAUSE?" What’s most
important? Well, some have been fervently urging American believers for years now to intercede for our nation
& our American Church and to take 2 Chronicles 7:13,14 very seriously: "If I shut up the heavens so that there is
no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence (plague) among My people, and
My people, who are called by My name, humble themselves and pray, and seek My face & turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." (A few weeks ago we
listened to a powerful, previously-recorded, passionate sermon on this topic by Pastor/Dr. Charles Stanley.)
With the above serious truths & sobering concerns in mind, here are some things Christians need to be praying
for regarding America and its Church:
A) This God-sent “PAUSE” has the desired outcomes He is seeking for America & His Church, including people seeing their
vulnerability & complete dependency on Him . Plus, saints learn all the lessons God wants us to learn.
B) Pastors, Spiritual Leaders & Pres. Trump call for a time of fasting & prayer, & Christians take it very seriously.
C) God’s sons & daughters cry out asking God to send a desperately & urgently needed "Spiritual Awakening" in America.
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D) He helps believers "wake-up, step-up & speak-up" --- including those "asleep in the light,” “dull of hearing” (from God),
and/or "deceived into happiness & pleasure."
E) Humility - that God softens our heart & gives us the desire to "humble" ourselves so we can be teachable & repentant; plus,
people embrace this necessary, divine interruption (”PAUSE”) in their life.
F) God gives His saints the desire & burden for prayer & for seeking His face; plus millions of prayer warriors are raised up.
G) He pours out His Spirit & grants us His "grace gift of true & deep repentance" so our heart breaks over what breaks His.
H) God fine-tunes our spiritual eyes & ears and increases our sensitivity to the Holy Spirit so we see & are sorry for sin, confess
sin , repent of sin & turn from our wicked ways (individually, as a Church, as a nation) .
I) God helps us slow down, cease striving, & we daily give Him the "first-fruits" of our time for Bible study, meditation & prayer.
J) Our love for God and others increases daily; we truly love God with all our heart, soul, mind, strength & we are quick to
forgive & love those who sin against us.
K) Our fear, reverence, respect & adoration for God increases daily; plus all other fears decrease & are eliminated ---e.g.,
fear of witnessing, fear of man, fear of Coronavirus, fear of persecution, fear of cancer, fear of the future, fear of the economy,
fear of the enemy, fear of death, etc.
L) God helps people to have a thankful heart & He enables them (us) to see what's really important in life (wants vs. needs).
Plus, we have a new, better and more God-honoring “normal” after this “PAUSE.”
M) God gives His sons & daughters the desire to fervently seek Him & to develop a very close relationship with Him (i.e., when
was the last time you felt His presence, His closeness, and heard from Him?).
N) He helps His saints to think Biblically about the issues in America and what each of us can do to influence others to act in
defense of God-given truth, faith, life, hope, righteousness, peace, marriage, family, freedom, etc.
O) God helps us to understand we live in a spiritual "battleground not a playground" (re: A.W. Tozer's book).
P) Saints pray for families with a loved one who died of COVID-19, or have been infected, and help in other ways too.
Q) Saints pray for elected & appointed federal, state and local leaders, and submit to the directives these leaders give to
protect people's health, safety & well-being. Plus, people don’t let their guard down too soon. (e.g. social distancing, face
masks, etc.)
R) God shuts down all the Satan-driven deceptive, divisive “fake news” that promotes fear, confusion, hatred, doubt, anger,
hopelessness, etc. Plus, He shuts down the violent & sexually explicit movies, TV shows, video games, etc., and restores
righteousness in our land. (I'm sure you can think of many more related prayers! )
"I sought the Lord and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears….. The angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear Him, and rescues them. O taste & see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man
who takes refuge in Him.” (Ps. 34:4,7,8) "Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, & whose trust is the Lord.”
(Jer. 17:7) ”All the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness & truth to those who keep His covenant and His
testimonies.” (Ps. 25:10) “…For the kingdom of God is not eating & drinking, but righteousness, and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 14:17) . PTL!!
Probably like most of you, we're talking a lot about the Coronavirus these days, especially with all the fear,
anxiety & craziness going on around us. The other day my precious & insightful wife, Kathryn, and I were talking
about the following questions: "What is God up to regarding the Coronavirus? How is God going to use this
interruption, this PAUSE, for His glory? How might He use this “PAUSE” to help people, knowing how much He
loves all people?" Following are some things we came up with. I'm sure you will come up with many more.
Some of these may also spark additional prayers.
1) God is showing people He is "real" and He is in charge of things on planet earth, not man. And, yes, He is to be feared &
revered & exalted among all nations.
2) More people are likely to seek God and cry-out to Him in prayer .... maybe some for the very first time. Many may now be
thinking about their "mortality" & what happens after they die.
3) Believers will have more time to draw closer to God and worship & praise Him more.
4) This will help people see their "wants" vs. "needs." Hopefully, that will permanently change how they spend their time, and
shift their priorities & goals in life to those things that are most important Biblically.
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5) God's sons & daughters "wake-up, step-up & speak-up" & truly be His "salt & light" & "good news” bearing ambassadors of
Christ. ("Send me, Lord!") Imagine if this (i.e., Christians stepping up, showing Christ-like love & witnessing) led to millions of
people being “saved.” PTL! Plus, it brought a positive shift in how people, especially the young, view the church.
6) Some church-goers (& others) may tune in other pastors online on a Sunday morning, hear the wonderful, true Gospel
message and get “saved.” (e.g., on 4/5 & 4/12 Dr. Charles Stanley gave powerful, Gospel-focused messages).
7) Slowing people down is likely to have many other benefits. "Busyness" & "distractions" are powerful tools in Satan's tool kit.
This “PAUSE” may provide needed time for people to ponder & enjoy God's creation, hear the birds, feel the warmth of the sun,
smell the flowers, enjoy the mountain, ocean & other views, etc.
8) Forcing people to stay at home may strengthen marriages & family relationships, as well as, build closer relationships with
neighbors. It may also lead to more family-based, Bible study & prayer time.
9) Getting kids out of some public schools may be a good thing based on some of the "brainwashing" with un-Biblical beliefs &
values (i.e. Satan's lies). More parents & kids will get into home schooling including Bible lessons & prayer.
10) Reminds people of the importance of cleanliness and sanitation. That's always a good thing.
11) Hopefully, this common "enemy" (Coronavirus) will help unite a very divided nation & leaders will set aside politics, lies,
hatred & political correctness in favor of protecting the health & well-being of all people in our land.
12) It might bring more companies & jobs back to the USA. For increased profit many businesses moved into the global
economy by moving the manufacturing of products (& services) to other countries due to lower labor costs, fewer
environmental & other restrictions, etc.
13) Casinos, other gambling spots & “adult-only” entertainment places will be shut down. Their presence typically increases
addictive behaviors, poverty, crime, divorce, etc.
14) The value of living in rural, less populated areas is becoming more recognized. This greatly conflicts with the global
"Sustainable Development" agenda & policies (i.e., United Nations Agenda 21/30) which advocate moving all people into cities,
away from rural areas, in order to protect the environment - forests, animals, water, etc.
15) We've read that less travel (cars/trucks) in China has greatly decreased their problems with smog & pollution. That will
probably happen in other countries too, including the USA.
16) We will see and celebrate the "sacrifices" being made by many front-line workers: medical & hospital workers; EMS
workers; firefighters; workers at grocery stores, banks, gas stations; workers in businesses making essential products (medical,
food, gas, other), etc. Many of these people will become our new heroes.
17) In a recent message Dr. David Jeremiah shared the following COVID-19 “positive outcomes”: a) we are seeing how
vulnerable everyone really is & how completely dependent we are on God, b) it’s a wonderful picture of the credibility of events
mentioned in the Bible (e.g., pestilence, plagues, etc.), c) we are seeing the uncertainty & brevity of life, d) it’s exposing the
scarcity of hope these days, the power of negative news, and how bad the “default” position (hopelessness) of most people
really is , e) we are seeing the “sufficiency of Jesus” since in Him Christians have peace & courage & hope knowing that He
has overcome the world. (John 16:33) & that His grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9), and f) these times are emphasizing a sense of
urgency for salvation (i.e., spiritual healing & eternal life are always far more important than temporal physical healing)
18) Please Share Your Thoughts About Other Possible Benefits! Thanks!
Some Additional Scripture & Promises for This Very-Serious "PAUSE" Time and Season:
“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will
help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” (Is. 41:10) "Cease striving & know that I am God; I
will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."(Ps. 46:10) He who dwells in the shelter of the Most
High, will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I
trust!" For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper, & from the deadly pestilence (plague). (Ps. 91:1-3)
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice! Let your forbearing (gentle/patient) spirit be known to all
men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence, and anything worthy of
praise, let your mind dwell on these things. (Phil. 4:4-8)
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"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." (John 10:27) Thou art my hiding place; Thou dost
preserve me from trouble; Thou dost surround me with songs of deliverance. “I will instruct you and
teach you in the way which you should go, I will guide you with My eye upon you.” (Ps. 32:7,8) Trust in the Lord with
all your heart, & do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your
paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your
body, and refreshment to your bones. (Prov. 3:5-8)
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future
and a hope. Then you will call upon Me, and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and
find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart." (Jer. 29:11-13) Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually
grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all! (2 Thess 3:16)

Why Pray? Why Is Prayer So Important, So Crucial, at This Time in America?















Because our Lord is commanding us to humble ourselves & pray at this time (2 Chron. 7:14)
Because Jesus commanded us to pray at all times & not lose heart (Luke 18:1)
Because prayer helps us develop an understanding of God’s wonderful, loving nature (1 John 4:7,8)
Because prayer can save us out of troubles (Ps. 34:6) & it can be a source of healing (James 5:15)
Because we are told to pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17)
Because it is a sin not to pray (1 Sam. 12:23)
Because prayer is a source of hearing from God & receiving His guidance (Ps. 32:8, John 10:27)
Because we are to pray for His will to be done in everything. (James 4:15)
Because prayer can bring forth justice (Luke 18:7) & it provides strength to avoid temptation (Matt. 26:41)
Because prayer is a way to get things from our Heavenly Father (James 4:2)
Because there is joy in prayer (John 16:24) & it’s a source of peace. (Phil. 4:6,7)
Because prayer can unlock the treasure chest of God’s wisdom (James 1:5)
Because prayer is a channel of need-to-know information (Jer. 33:3)
Because sinners can be saved when they pray in faith (Rom. 10:9-13)

How Many American Christians Currently See Sin? How Many Are Truly Sorry for Sin,
and Confess the Sins of Our Nation and the Church?
You may recall the comments of Anne Graham Lotz (Founder/Pres. - AnGel Ministries) captured in the August
2017 issue of this newsletter. This highly-respected spiritual leader (& daughter of Evangelist Billy Graham)
authored an article entitled, “IT’S TIME TO GET SERIOUS,” which appeared in the May 2017 issue of “The
Connector,” a publication of Intercessors for America. She wrote: “Some of the prayers & calls for repentance
that I have heard in the Church or at prayer events seem to be …. an outward show to impress. There is a
sense of going through the motions of repentance. But the pleading seems to be contrived & hollow instead of
broken-hearted & contrite ….. There can be no casual, half-hearted turning to God (Jer. 29:13) ---not if we want
Him to return to us. God emphasizes this principle in Joel 2:12-14: ‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to Me
with all your heart, with fasting & weeping & mourning. Rend your heart & not your garments’…. Who knows?
He may turn & have pity and leave behind a blessing.” Only God knows those who are rending their hearts as
they seek Him. But I am led to ask myself: how truly serious am I about seeking God on behalf of our nation?
When was the last time I fasted & wept & mourned & confessed the sin of our nation as though it were my
own? I believe the future of America hangs on the answer that His people give to those questions.
It seems like the majority of professed believers in the USA do not see the need to pray & regularly confess the
sins of our nation and its Church. That may be because decades of spiritual decline have led to blindspots.
That is, they are insensitive to the Holy Spirit and not convicted by these sins. This is a reflection of their distance
from God due to a hard heart, prayerlessness, and “dullness of hearing” (from God). At a men’s conference a
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few years ago, the keynote speaker said the biggest problem in churches these days is believers not seeing,
confessing and repenting of sin. That sure seems to be the case these days. No wonder the urgent need for
“Spiritual Awakening” in the USA is not on the heart/mind of most professed Christians, including many
spiritual leaders.

But You Say, ‘How Have We Despised Thy Name? What Have We Spoken Against Thee?’’
Around the third quarter of the fifth century B.C., God used Malachi, a messenger of God, to plead with the
Jewish people to return to God. They had strayed for a long period of time and rebelled against God. This is
recorded in the Book of Malachi. The Jewish priests responded to God’s accusations in hard-hearted ignorance,
arrogance & unbelief. They questioned God’s assessment of their lack of faithfulness. Here are some examples:
Malachi 1:2 “But you say, ‘How hast Thou loved us?’”
1:6 “But you say, ‘How have we despised Thy name?’”
1:7 “But you say, ‘How have we defiled Thee?’”
2:17 “Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied Him?’”
3:8 “But you say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’”
3:13 “Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against Thee?’”
Do you think God is speaking similar words to Americans these days? Yes, I think so. Do you think Americans,
including most believers, have taken His love, protection, provisions and blessings for granted? Yes! Do you
think lots of people in this land despise His name? Sure! After decades of spiritual decline and rejecting God’s
will & ways for America, do you think we’ve wearied Him, even angered Him? You bet! Do you think most “bornagain” adults give one-tenth of their income to churches & charitable groups? (only 9% do according to a relatively recent Christian Post survey). Do you think we have people who regularly speak against God? We sure do!

How Has the USA Sinned Against God? Why Might He Be Judging Us? (Sins To Be Confessed)
 Kicking God out of the public sector – Bible, 10 Commandments, Prayer; plus telling Military Chaplains and
others they can’t use the name of “Jesus”
 Rejecting & forsaking God for over 100 yrs now through disobedience & rebellion, including increasing
unbelief, immorality, idolatry, LGBTQ sexual perversion, gender confusion, and pornography
 Abortion (900+ babies murdered daily), others killed by euthanasia, assisted suicide
 Redefining marriage & family structure; allowing gay couples to adopt children
 Lack of love for God & the absence of thankfulness for what He has done in the USA
 Exchanging good for evil & evil for good; + increasing lies/hatred & decreasing truth/love
 Insensitivity to the Holy Spirit and the tolerance of sin & evil/deception in the land
 Not having the proper fear, reverence, respect & adoration for God that He truly deserves
 The breakdown in righteousness and law & order in our land, and the lack of submission to those in authority
(government leaders, law enforcement, parents, etc.)

How Has the American Church Sinned Against God? (Sins To Be Confessed)
 Failure of the American Church to address our nation’s spiritual decline & moral decay; plus, professed
believers not being holy - not separating from the world and culture
 Many professed Christians do not love God “with all their heart, soul, mind, & strength” (idolatry), plus do not
regularly display Christ’s love & do not have a burden for the lost
 Biblical illiteracy, prayerlessness and the lack of purity in the Church remain very serious problems
 Many pastors & believers remain “apolitical” and do not pray for federal-state-local government leaders or
address the major moral issues negatively impacting our nation
 Most professed believers in the USA are afraid, passive & silent – even afraid to share their faith & “contend
for the faith;” other sins include hardness of heart, selfish ambition, unbelief, “dullness of hearing,” and
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spiritual blindness
Failure of Christians in the USA to see how spiritually dark it really is (i.e., head-in-the-sand, deceived into
happiness & pleasure, asleep in the light)
Many Christians do not see (lack of discernment) the “spiritual war” & therefore they fail to step up and deal
with the enemy’s lies & deceptive schemes
In many churches in America the Gospel (the true Salvation Plan) is either absent or watered down (“ear
tickling”); plus there are many other types of false teaching/doctrine
Many Christians in our nation fail to walk by faith, that is, they fail to trust God & His Word (unbelief) and fail to
overcome fear & timidity in order to step up and speak up
Disunity– many churches are unwilling to partner to help achieve Biblical goals & God’s will
Many professed believers in America don’t understand & walk-in their God-given spiritual authority – “This
World: Playground or Battleground?” (A.W. Tozer Book)
Other sins of American Christians include: disobedience, pride, lukewarmness, half-heartedness, doublemindedness, selfish ambition and drifting from God

Is the Coronavirus Part of God’s Judgment of America?
A very insightful article related to this topic was written by Evangelist Billy Graham in 2012. It was entitled, “America Under
Judgment?” and appeared in the November 2012 issue of Decision Magazine. A portion of that article --- God-given “pearls
of wisdom” --- follows. (Note: bold & underlining added for emphasis)
Why is there such an increase of trouble for America? Could it be that our sins are beginning to catch up with us? Centuries
ago Moses warned Israel that if she served God she would be the most blessed of all nations, but if she disobeyed God,
terrifying judgment would come. In Deuteronomy 28:65-66, Moses warned: “And among those nations you shall find no rest,
nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; but there the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish
of soul. Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life.” Moses warned
that the enemies of Israel would conquer her if she disobeyed God. We all know the history of Israel. We know that Israel did
disobey God and that she suffered one judgment after another. Today America is following the same dangerous path. We
worship the gods of secularism and materialism. God is displeased, and I warn you that His anger is being kindled. If
ever a nation has enjoyed prosperity and the blessing of God, it is America; but instead of giving thanks to God, we have
offered our reverence and worship to created things. As Paul wrote in Romans 1:20-21, “There is therefore no possible
defense for their conduct; knowing God, they have refused to honor him as God, or to render him thanks. Hence all
their thinking has ended in futility, and their misguided minds are plunged in darkness” (NEB).
Could this be the difficulty with some of our leaders today? Has all the planning of the past few years by some of America’s
most brilliant intellects begun to end in futility? The Apostle Paul said, “They boast of their wisdom, but they have made
fools of themselves.” Then comes the awful judgment —”For this reason God has given them up to the vileness of their
own desires” (Romans 1:21, 24, NEB). In other words, the Bible says there will come a day when a nation sins so much
against God that God will give them up, and will allow them to go on for a time in pleasure, worldliness, idolatry, wickedness
and immorality. The Scripture says that there is pleasure in sin for a season (Hebrews 11:25), but warns that the pleasure will
be extremely short-lived and that judgment will follow. From the beginning of the Bible to the end, God warns that any
nation that departs from Him is going to suffer judgment. America has been given more spiritual and moral light than
any nation in the history of the world. We have millions of Bibles at our disposal; there are hundreds of thousands of
churches. Yet in spite of all this, we continue to be the most crime-ridden, the most divorce-prone, and the most immoral
nation on earth. Pornography fills our newsstands, and we spew this filth all over the world. How long will God withhold His
hand of judgment? I tell you it will not be long. Unless we as a nation repent and turn to God, we are going to suffer a judgment
such as no nation has ever endured …. This day God is speaking to our nation in a thousand ways urging us to repent of our
sins and to turn to Him before it is too late. But as the Prophet Jeremiah said, “They have made their faces harder than rock;
They have refused to return.” (Jeremiah 5:3). So there is nothing left but judgment.
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In Closing: Two Really Key Verses for This God-Sent ‘PAUSE’ Season
I want to reemphasize two verses mentioned on page 2. Lots of Prayer Networks & Prayer Warriors have
emphasized these verses over & over again for several years now based on America’s rejection of God, and
forsaking His will and ways commanded in the Bible. It’s time all professed followers of Jesus take these two
verses very, very seriously while our Lord has provided a brief window of opportunity for us to repent.

“If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the
land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people, who are called by My
name, humble themselves and pray, and seek My face & turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." (2 Chron.
7:13,14 underlining added for emphasis)
1 ) At this time do most believers see how far our Nation & the American Church have fallen away from God?
Probably not! Hopefully they will soon!
2 ) Will most believers humble themselves? Pride, selfish ambition, hardness of heart, and dullness of hearing
(from God) are huge, mostly-unseen, problems in the American Church.
3 ) Will most believers now start praying for our Nation & the American Church & earnestly seek God’s face?
Hope so, but time will tell. Prayerlessness, drifting from God & the lack of closeness to Him have been chronic
problems among believers in the USA for many decades now.
4 ) Will believers turn from their wicked ways, like idolatry, Biblical illiteracy, not seeking God, not witnessing,
etc.? Will believers see & take ownership for sin, be sorry for sin, confess sin, & repent of sin? Hope so!
5 ) Assuming believers deal with sin and cry out to God for our Nation, will they now overcome fear & silence,
regularly share the Gospel, and “contend for the faith” around the issues that break God’s heart like: kicking
Him out of the political square (Bible, 10 Commandments, Prayer), abortion, same-sex marriage, homosexuality, gender confusion, pornography, other areas of immorality.
The fate of the United States of America hangs in limbo at this time. It all depends on how
American believers take the above two verses to heart, humble themselves, pray, seek
God’s face, & turn from their wicked ways. Will you? Will you encourage others to do that?

If you have a few Christian brothers and sisters in your church & community (or elsewhere) that you would like to
receive the Smoky Mountain Update newsletter, please provide me with their name and contact information. I’ll
follow up and add them to the newsletter mailing list. This newsletter is primarily distributed as a “hardcopy.”
……. a fellow, Biblical conservative & battle buddy because of JESUS, our SAVIOR & ‘TENDER-WARRIOR KING,’ Thom
Thomas P. Carter, PhD, Murphy NC
Tender-Warrior in Training - tpc.smkymtns@gmail.com
Researcher and Conservative Advocate
Member - Mountain Patriots, A Group of Tri-State (GA, NC, TN) Passionate Men & Women Calling Others to the Front Line
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

P.S. “I am led to ask myself: how truly serious am I about seeking God on behalf of our

nation? When was the last time I fasted & wept & mourned & confessed the sin of our
nation as though it were my own? I believe the future of America hangs on the answer
that His people give to those questions.” Anne Graham Lotz (Founder/Pres.– AnGel Ministries)

[[TPC Comments: (1) Like many others, Gov. Mike Huckabee sent an email on April 14 also highlighting the importance of
2 Chron. 7:14, (2) I had a timely dream the night of April 16. In the dream a guy was asking everyone he met, “Are you
spending this ‘PAUSE’ time in a way that is pleasing to God?” People stopped & pondered that very-serious question.]]
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